OFF THEY GO

THINGS YOU
SHOULD
KNOW
ABOUT
THE MIXED
GROUP
The official documented
name of the charity is The
Mixed Division trading as
The Mixed Group. We use
the title The Mixed Group
in all our day to day affairs.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANKYOU!

Cheques can be made
payable to either title but
we would prefer The Mixed
Group as the first option.
There are three Trustees
of the Company. Mr Eoin
Riggs FCA, Mr John
McCarthy, Mr Sean Cox
MBE and the Trustees
are assisted by the core
members of The Mixed
Group.
Our hardworking
Honorary Secretary is Mrs
Pat Castle and our Patron
is The Rt.Hon. Grant
Shapps M.P.

The Mixed Group thank Casey of CPG PHOTOGRAPHY
https://cpgphotos.photoshelter.com for all the cycle photos
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You can contact Seán and
the Group at: 25 Cherry
Croft, Welwyn Garden City,
AL8 7QU 01707 325278 or
email Seán at:
Sean@themixedgroup.org.
uk

TO ALL THOSE WHO TOOK PART
IN THIS YEAR’S CYCLE RALLY,
RAISING THE BEST PART OF £3000

AUTUMN-WINTER 2019 EDITION

MILL GREEN MUSEUM

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR’S CHAIR

W

hether you are a new or existing
Gossip reader and/or a supporter
of our Charity we hope you will find this
edition interesting. Maybe it will even
motivate you in any manner that you might
be able to assist us? It was decided to
produce one copy of Gossip this year thus
saving on costs.

I would like to express sincere thanks
to everyone for their help in a variety of ways - to the many
individuals and firms who respond to our Appeal Letter as well as
those who patronise our fund raising events during the year. Not
forgetting our WebMaster Simon Elkington, and Office Manager
Rebecca Neil both of whom give us, unstintingly, so much of
their time.

MIXED GROUP’S SUMMER BUFFET LUNCH
Thank you to everyone who came along on the 15th June, 2019 to Mill
Green Museum for our annual Summer Lunch. The weather was set fair – it
could have been better – but most of our guests were seated under shelter.

Your kindness and generosity enables us to continue providing
the Cream Tea in the Summer and the Christmas Day Meal,
take home high tea, beverages, free entertainment and take
home wrapped presents.

Mill Green is a wonderful setting and Linda and her team of helpers make
The Mixed Group more than welcome and provided
an absolutely splendid buffet with delicious scones to
follow. John and Ronan hosted the bar and the Voluntary
Secretary assisted by Diane sorted out the raffle.

For the Christmas Day celebrations our wonderful volunteers
(both drivers and the helpers in the hall) provide a joyful and
welcoming atmosphere which ensures our guests have a very
happy and merry Christmas Day.

The Cadets manned the car park as well as running around
ensuring everyone had a drink, helped serve the food and
assisted with the raffle. John did a fine repertoire of songs
for guests to sing along to and Seán was on hand to add his
unique brand of sarcasm and joviality to the afternoon.
We raised a significant amount for our fund and
thanks go to everyone who participated and dug deep into their pockets.

Look forward to seeing you

Seán Cox MBE
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Mill Green Museum and Mill, in the tiny village of Mill Green between
Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield, is a little gem with loads to offer for
a fun day out. You can explore the fascinating 300 year old water mill,
restored to full working order: a great experience to see a working
mill. Helpful staff are always on hand to explain technicalities.
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How
can I
help?
THE
LOOSE
CHANGE
Perhaps a few of you
might consider emptying your
loose coins into a jar before going to bed and donating the
proceeds to our fund. We are quite happy to collect and count
the coins and will even return your jar for a refill.

GIFT AID increases value***
Yes, it makes sense to Gift Aid your donations – and here is why
As a UK tax payer you can increase the value of donations at no extra cost
through Gift Aid and you may receive extra relief on your personal tax
return. We can also claim for sponsorship on the cycle rally: our forms
take this into account. The information is only used to reclaim the tax, 25p
every £1 on your donation and sponsorship and for no other purpose.
For us to claim the Gift Aid the individual donors are required to read and
sign the declaration form ONCE and can cancel at any time.
We are grateful to those who Gift Aid their donations.
Now you can also DONATE ONLINE at www.virginmoneygiving.com.
*** Regrettably, we are unable to claim on donations from companies.
NOTE: The cycle sponsorship does not require any forms to be signed.
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events
THE MIXED GROUP

O

nce again we’re delighted to present a full programme for the
coming year and you will note that it contains all your favourite
events. So make a note of each of them and joins us when you can.
FRIDAY 24th APRIL
The Mixed Group’s SPRING ITALIAN EVENING at
the Terranova Restaurant always promises delicious food
and lots of laughs and good company. The restaurant is
set within the lovely scenic location of Stanborough Park,
Welwyn Garden City. We ask you to arrive at 7pm for a
7:30pm start.
There is ample, free after 6 pm, car parking in the park
and this is close by to the venue with very little walking
involved. Donation £25 for The Mixed Group fund.
SATURDAY 13th JUNE
The Mixed Group will be holding their popular SUMMER BUFFET LUNCH
in the beautiful idylic surroundings of Mill Green Museum, Hatfield, AL9 5PD.
And it’s all yours between 12 noon – 3.00p.m.
Donation £15 for The Mixed Group.
2020 Programme continued over
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SATURDAY 11TH JULY
We will again be hosting the CREAM TEA at Douglas
Tilbe House, 4 Hall Grove, Welwyn Garden City AL7 4PH.
This event is for our Christmas Day guests, plus others by
invitation, between 2-4pm.
SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER
The Mixed Group’s annual SPONSORED 10 MILE CYCLE RALLY – and
most certainly one of our biggest fundraisers – pedals off from the Scout
Headquarters, Autumn Grove, Welwyn Garden City. Under starters orders
at 12:45pm.
FRIDAY 9th OCTOBER
The Mixed Group’s AUTUMN ITALIAN EVENING at the Terranova
Restaurant with delicious food, pleasant company and a variety of tombola
prizes to create an Italian atmosphere at Stanborough Park, Welwyn Garden
City. Arrive at 7pm for a 7:30pm start. Donation £25 for The Mixed Group
fund.

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER - in the morning we decorate
the hall, and then.....
FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DAY, WHEN
THE MIXED GROUP ENTERTAINS THE LONELY AND
ELDERLY IN THE APPROPRIATE MANNER
Our event actually covers two days because there is the essential Christmas
Eve preparations in getting the hall ready for our Christmas Day festivities.
Welcoming, and making the day a real pleasure for the lonely and elderly
of the Welwyn Hatfield Borough at Douglas Tilbe House, 4 Hall Grove,
Welwyn Garden City AL7 4PH
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Peter Vincent reporting

CREAM TEA
Saturday 13th July dawned as a very attractive summer day.
However many of our community had in mind a special event of
the day - The Mixed Group Cream Tea to take place in the afternoon
at Douglas Tilbe House, Hall Grove, Welwyn Garden City.
The many voluntary helpers were arriving hours before the
scheduled start to set up the tables, get the bar ready, and make
sure all the arrangements were in place ready to receive the guests.
Well before the 2pm starting time many of the guests were keen to
arrive and take their places.
Welcomed by the voluntary helpers,
the guests are guided to their seats and given a drink to start the
afternoon. Very quickly some 50+ guests are seated and ready for the
Cream Tea which will keep everyone entertained from 2pm until 4pm.

MUSIC WHILE YOU EAT
John Croft provides his excellent blend of music and singing which is so very
well received by all the guests throughout the afternoon. Drinks are served,
friends are able to chat and catch up with each other, and new friendships are
established. The many volunteers ensure that everyone is well looked after.
Pat Monaghan excels himself again with the standard of the food
provided. With a splendid range of sandwiches and scones, together
with cups of tea, the guests are exceedingly well fed and looked after.
With everyone entered for the free raffle the vast number of prizes
are given away. The time passes so very quickly and sadly it is soon
time to head home. With so many guests pausing to thank Seán and
the volunteers as they leave it is clear the Cream Tea 2019 has again
been a tremendous success; enjoyed and appreciated by so many.
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Benvenuti a Terranova
THE MIXED GROUP AND ANOTHER ITALIAN JOB
It was Friday 11th October 2019 and time for The Mixed Group to hold
their Autumn Italian Evening in the Terranova Restaurant, with its
delightful view overlooking the waters at Stanborough Park - this, as
always, being one of our most enjoyable fundraising events for 2019.
Guests were treated to an excellent three course Italian style meal
prepared by Vince Terranova and his team including the chef. The
famous Mixed Group tombola raised over £300, bringing the total
raised for the evening to £935. Seán commented that the meal was a
fantastic social and financial success, and was grateful to the team at the
restaurant and supporters who continued to make this event enjoyable.
Check out our events calander on pages three and four, for the dates for our
2020 Terranova Italian evenings: note them in your diaries today!

CHRISTMAS DAY

Invitations to guests have gone out as well as
the appeal letters. The number of individuals
offering to volunteer for the first time is also
very encouraging and the regular team are
very happy about this.
Pat Castle
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RALLY AROUND THE FLAG
THE 2019 CYCLE RALLY PROVES A GREAT SUCCESS
One of our major fund raisers is our yearly cycle ride,
and this year proved to be no exception. We had a
wonderful response to this Annual Sponsored Cycle
Rally which took place on the 1st September, 2019.
There were 30 cyclists that featured both young and old. What’s
more, we even had a
participant using a unicycle yes, one of those single wheel
vehicles - who completed the
whole course. Importantly
we offer our siincere thanks
to the marshals and the
drinks station at Hertford for
keeping the cyclists hydrated.
And, to cap the whole event
off, Pat Monaghan served up
the burgers and sausages
at the end of the event
which were well received.
Importantly for the funds,
after we claim Gift Aid as appropriate our total income will
be £2,998.75 (virtually £3000) – and a truly magnificent sum.
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A FEW MEMORIES FROM CHRISTMAS

