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Relive the 
Spirit of 
Christmas as 
brought to 
you by 
THE
MIXED
GROUP 
and narrated by 
PETER VINCENT

Even after all these years 
I am still amazed by the 
number of volunteers 
who turn up, willing and 
enthusiastic, to assist 
with the preparations on 
Christmas Eve and to help 
with the event itself on 

GOT A BIT OVER?
Here’s what you can do with that 
loose change
Perhaps a few of you might consider emptying your loose coins 
into a jar before going to bed and donating the proceeds to our 
fund.  We are quite happy to collect and count the coins and will 
even return your jar for a refill.

Continued on page six

CHRISTMAS 2017  -  just a few more



NOTES FROM

 THE 
EDITORS 

CHAIR 
Writes Seán: During the last few years we introduced a new 
innovation which was to arrange a Cream Tea on a Saturday 
afternoon in July or August for all our Christmas Day guests 
and others.

This has proved popular  with an attendance of 58 guests 
in the first year and 135 guests last year.  As well as 
food and drinks we also supply  entertainment to cheer 
everyone up.  Additionally each guest receives a present 
to take home.  Naturally, as with our Christmas Day 
celebrations,  this event is totally free for all our guests.

I would like to offer a big ‘thank you’ for the support 
of so many, both to our fund raising events and our 
appeals letter. Together they make possible the 
continued spreading of happiness amongst our guests

Seán Cox MBE
You can contact Seán and the Group at: 25 Cherry Croft, Welwyn 
Garden City, AL8 7QU 01707 325278 or email Sean@themixedgroup.
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THE ALTERNATIVE QUIZ NIGHT’
reported by Rev Sue Stilwell

Some of the best things we do are 
quite unexpected and unplanned!  
When I contacted Seán to book a 
table for the November 2017 Quiz 
Night, I was sorry to hear that the 
evening had been cancelled due 
to insufficient tables booked.  We 
enjoy supporting the Quiz Night 
and know how important the 
proceeds are for The Mixed Group.

So, not to disappoint the team we 
had already planned to come with, 
we decided to go ahead anyway!  
After a few invites to a wider group 
of friends, we had 16 acceptances 
to ‘the Alternative Quiz Night’ to our 
home in Welwyn.

Perhaps the deal was clinched 
when everyone was offered a meal 
of bangers and mash to start the 
evening!  Washed down with plenty 
of beer and wine!!

This was a “first” for me – always 
the participant, never the Quiz 
Host!  I compiled 8 rounds of 
questions – thank heavens for the 
internet!!!

THE GRAND FINALE

Our final challenge was great 
fun as everyone had to build the 
highest ‘tower’ from marshmallows 
and linguine.  It was hilarious 
as everyone built their towers – 
competitively of course!

We raised £225 that evening 
(including Gift Aid) thanks to the 
generosity of our friends.  You 
should have seen Sean’s jaw 
drop when I told him how much 
we had raised!  I would say 
he was delighted.  (Seán says 
understatement of the year).

Sue

THE MIXED GROUP GIVES 
YOU THE UNEXPECTED !
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DATELINE: 3rd MARCH 2018

When Seán decides an event 
is going to take place not even 
the “beast from the East” can 
put him off!  I think he would 
even have provided the ski 
equipment, sledges or even 
snow boots to ensure his 
guests made it to the venue.
Well I am pleased to say that 
over 100 people made it to 
Douglas Tilbe House and had 
a very enjoyable evening.

PA OR NOT TO PA?

There were some 
gremlins like the 
PA system not 

working as well 
as it should but mainly 

the evening ran to 
plan. Seán was the 
Quizmaster and all our 
answers were marked 

by Simon and Rebecca who also 
projected the team scores onto 

the wall so we could all see how 
we were doing and also Ronan 
for doing a variety of tasks during 
the whole evening.  The bar had a 
steady trade and everyone enjoyed 
the meal served by Pat and Danny 
Monaghan.  The raffle was very 
well supported and my team helped 
sell and fold the many tickets.  The 
28 prizes were mostly donated.

Our team came last as usual but 
great fun was had by everyone 
and congratulations to the winning 
team for their superb knowledge.  
I must also thank Dave White 
for compiling the questions.

A MAGNIFICENT SUM

We raised the magnificent sum 
of £940.50 (including Gif Aid 
and some donations from non-
participants) which was a truly 
wonderful, fantastic amount.

Remember to put the 17th 
November 2018 in your 
diaries for the next Quiz.

EVENING 26TH JANUARY 2018

As always this highly popular social event started our fund 
raising efforts for this year.  Natually, as in previous years, this 
event took place in The Terranova Restaurant where Vince 
and his staff ensured it was a happy and enjoyable occasion. 

The food as always was delightful and the tombola was a funny and 
massive fund raiser for our Group.  A good start to the year raising 
over £850 – a big thank you for the generosity of those who attended. 

BE SURE THAT YOU DON’T MISS THE NEXT ONE
Make a note in your diary the next Italian Evening is on Friday 19th 

October, 2018 and we sincerely hope that we will see you there!
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The Mixed 
Group 
Events 
Calendar 
for 2018

SATURDAY 7th JULY

The Mixed Group will be holding an AFTERNOON TEA  in the lovely 
surroundings of Mill Green Museum, Hatfield, AL9 5PD, from 1.00p.m. 
until 4.00p.m.  Donation £15 for The Mixed Group.

SATURDAY 11th AUGUST

Our CREAM TEA will be held at Douglas Tilbe House, 4 Hall Grove, 
Welwyn Garden City AL7 4PH.  This event is for our Christmas Day 
guests, plus others by invitation, and takes place between 2.00-4.00pm.

SUNDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER

The Mixed Group’s annual SPONSORED 10 MILE CYCLE RALLY 
– and most certainly one of our biggest fundraisers – pedals off from 
the Scout Headquarters, Autumn Grove, Welwyn Garden City.  Under 
starters orders at 12:45pm.  

FRIDAY 19th OCTOBER

The Mixed Group’s AUTUMN ITALIAN EVENING at the Terranova 
Restaurant promises delicious food and lots of laughs within the lovely 

The Mixed Group 
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
The official documented name of the charity is The 
Mixed Division trading as The Mixed Group.  We use 
the title The Mixed Group in all our day to day affairs.  
Cheques can be made payable to either title but we 
would prefer The Mixed Group as the first option.
There are three Trustees of the Company.  Mr Eoin Riggs FCA, Mr John 
McCarthy, Mr Sean Cox MBE and the Trustees are assisted by the core 
members of The Mixed Group.  Our hardworking Honorary Secretary 
is Mrs Pat Castle and our Patron is The Rt.Hon.Grant Shapps M.P.

You can contact Seán and the Group at: 25 Cherry Croft, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL8 7QU 01707 325278 or email Sean@themixedgroup.org.uk

Make your donation go further GIFT AID IT  
It makes sense to Gift Aid*** your donations – and here is why

As a UK tax payer you can increase the value of 
donations at no extra cost through Gift Aid and you 
may receive extra relief on your personal tax return.
We can also claim for sponsorship on the cycle rally: our forms take 
this into account. The information is only used to reclaim the tax, 25p 
every £1 on your donation and sponsorship and for no other purpose.  

To claim the Gift Aid the individual donors of £20 or more are required to 
read and sign the declaration form ONCE and can cancel at any time.  

We are grateful to those who Gift Aid their donations.

Now you can also DONATE ONLINE at www.virginmoneygiving.com.

***  Regrettably, we are unable to claim on donations from companies.
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scenic location of Stanborough Park, Welwyn Garden City. Arrive at 
7.00pm for a 7:30pm start. Donation £25 for The Mixed Group fund. 

SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER

Yet another night for those brainboxes among us, The Mixed Group’s 
QUIZ NIGHT will be held at Douglas Tilbe House, 4 Hall Grove, Welwyn 
Garden City, AL7 4PH.  Arrive 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. Donation 
£10.00 for The Mixed Group Fund (includes supper).

MONDAY 24TH DECEMBER/
TUESDAY 25TH DECEMBER

Christmas Eve preparations for Christmas 
Day festivities for the lonely and elderly of 
the Welwyn Hatfield Borough at Douglas 
Tilbe House, 4 Hall Grove, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL7 4PH. Christmas Eve 11.00am-
3.00pm and Christmas Day 8.30am-5.30pm. 

that the guests were well looked after and helped in any way.  Drinks 
were served and the tables waited upon with great care and attention.

Entertainment throughout the afternoon was provided by John and Roger 
with many a song being welcomed and sung along with wherever possible.

All too soon the afternoon tea was served and presents distributed along 
with some food for the guests 
to take home.  Again a willing 
army of volunteers provided 
the lifts home from the event, 
looked after the coats, and 
saw the guests on their way.
So many donations and 
words of thanks were received 
from the guests during the 
afternoon.  Naturally this helps 
to encourage all the helpers 
who are still there to pack away 
and tidy up after the event.

As always the final word of 
thanks must go to Seán and his team of helpers fundraising and making the 
preparations throughout the year.  Without his determination, coordination, 
motivation, dedication and encyclopaedic knowledge, this event would not 
come together and give such pleasure to the lonely and elderly at Christmas 
each year.

PAGE EIGHT



PAGE SIX PAGE SEVEN

younger members.  Then the fine spread of Christmas Dinner with all 
the trimmings was enjoyed by all.  Throughout all the volunteers ensured 

Christmas Day  -  continued from front page

And what a variety of volunteers!  Some have been offering their help 
over many years while each time fresh new volunteers arrive and, even 

after all they endure, express their desire to help again in the years ahead.

As always the 80+ guests were treated to a wonderful Christmas Day.  
Often collected from home by one of the team of voluntary drivers, they 
arrived to all the tables beautifully laid ready for the treat ahead.  Greeted 
by volunteers, the guests were helped to their seats and given a welcoming 
drink.  Well before 12:30 pm all the guests were seated and eagerly awaiting the 
delicious meal prepared, as usual, by Pat Monaghan together with his sons. 
 
The ‘Grace before Meals’ was led this year, in Hebrew, by the Shapps Family Continued on page eight


